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TAGS: OVIP (VANCE, CYRUS) 

SUBJECT: DISCUSSIONS WITH MUZOREWA AND NYERERE 


WHITE HOUSE FOR THE PRESIDENT AND DR. BRZEZINSKI ONLY 


FROM THE SECRETARY 

DEPARTMENT FOR ACTING SECRETARY AND PETER TARNOFF ONLY 
FROM THE SECRETARY. 

1 . AT 8:00 THIS MORNING I MET FOR 45 MINUTES WITH BISHOP 
MUZORVLA AND SIX OF HIS LIEUTENANTS. HE LED OFF BY 
READING FROM A LETTER HE HAD SENT TO DAVID OWEN PROTESTING 
THAT THE UK AND THE US ARE DEALING ONLY WITH THE 
PATRIOTIC FRONT, WHICH HE SAID HAS NO REAL FOLLOWING IN 
ZIMBABWE, AND THE FRONT LINE PRESIDENTS, WHO HE CHARGED 
HAVE NO RIGHT TO MAKE DECISIONS FOR THE ZIMBABWE PEOPLE. 

2. DURING THE CONVERSATION, I STRESSED THAT WE ARE NOT 
DEALING WITH ANY GROUP OR GROUPS AT THE EXCLUSION OF ANY 
OTHERS. I POINTED OUT THAT WE HAD BEEN CONSULTING WITH 
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ALL OF THE PARTIES INCLUDING HIM. I WENT ON TO SAY THAT 
LEADERSHIP OF AN INDEPENDANT ZIMBABWE SHOULD BE DETERMINED 
BY FREE ELECTIONS. I ALSO STATED THAT AN INTERNAL 
SETTLEMENT COULD NOT SUCCEED BECAUSE IT WOULD LACK 
INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT THAT THE UK AND US WILL 
PROCEED APACE TO LAY OUR PROPOSALS BEFORE ALL THE PARTIES 
INVOLVED; AND THAT WE EXPECT HIM NOT TO UNDERCUT OUR 
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EFFORT. 


3. MUZOREWA'S COMPLAINT THAT WE FAIL TO APPRECIATE HE 

IS THE REAL LEADER OF RHODESIAN BLACKS, AND THAT THE FRONT 
HAS NO FOLLOWING , IS A THEME HE HAS PLAYED MANY TIMES. HE 
HAD LITTLE ELSE OF SUBSTANCE TO SAY, BUT I DO BELIEVE HE 
UNDERSTANDS THAT WE FULLY INTEND TO CARRY OUT OUR PLAN. 

4. FROM THIS MEETING AT THE EMBASSY, I WENT TO MEET 
NYERERE. I GAVE HIM A GENERAL ACCOUNT OF YESTERDAY'S MEETING 
WITH FOREIGN MINISTER BOTHA. HE REITERATED THE CONCERN 
WHICH HE ATTACHE TO THE COMPOSITION OF THE FUTURE ZIMBABWE 
ARMY. SPECIFICALLY, WE ASKED WHETHER BOTHA UNDERSTOOD THAT 
WHEN WE SAY SMITH MUST GO, WE MEAN SMITH AND HIS ARMY." 


MY RESPONSE WAS AIMED AT MAKING IT CLEAR TO 
NYERERE WHERE WE STOOD ON THE QUESTION OF THE FUTURE 
DISPOSITION OF TTHE FIGHTING FORCES, AND TO ASCERTAIN HIS 
POSITION ON THIS MATTER. 

5. 1 SAID THAT CLEARLY THE SELOUS SCOUTS, SOME OTHER 
SPECIFIC UNITS, AND CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS IN THE RHODESIAN 
ARMY WOULD HAVE TO GO. UNDER OUR PLAN, DURING THE TRANSI- 
TION PERIOD THE UN WOULD HELP TRAIN AN ARMY FOR ZIMBABWE, 
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DRAWWING FROM THE PRESENT RHODESIAN ARMY AND THE 
PATRIOTIC FRONT FORCES. 

6. NYERERE TOOK NO EXCEPTION TO THIS, BUT HE DID 

EMPHASIZE THAT THE POST-INDEPENDENCE FORCE SHOULD BE "PASSED ON" THE 
PRESENT GUERRILLA FORCES. IN RESPONSE TO OUR SUGGESTION, 

HE AGREED THAT THE INDEPENDENCE GOVERNMENT MIGHT WELL 
"ACCEPT SOME PEOPLE AND ELEMENTS FROM THE SMITH ARMY." 

IMPORTANTLY, HE AGREED THAT THE RESIDENT COMMISSIONER 
COULD CALL ON BOTH THE RHODESIAN ARMY AND THE LIBERATION 
FORCES DURING THE TRANSITION PERIOD, IF NEEDED TO AUGMENT 
THE POLICE AND UN FORCES. 

7. WHEN I SAID THAT WHEN SMITH STEPS DOWN THERE MUST BE 

A CEASE FIRE, AND THAT WE HOPED HE WOULD USE HIS INFLUENCE 
TO BRING THIS ABOUT, HE REPLIED HE "TOOK IT FOR GRANTED" 

THAT WHEN SMITH GOES THERE WILL BE A CEASEFIRE. 

8. 1 TOLD NYERERE THAT I HOPED THAT HE COULD CONVENE 

THE FRONT LINE PRESIDENTS EARLY NEXT WEEK TO MEET 
WITH OWEN AND ANDY. HE SAID HE COULD NOT PROMISE A DATE 
BUT WOULD PUT THE SUGGESTION TO HIS COLLEAGUES. 

9. DON MCHENRY THEN GAVE NYERERE A RUNDOWN ON THE FIVE- 
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POWER TALKS WITH SWAPO IN NEW YORK. DON SAID WE HAD MADE 
SOME PROGRESS, BUT CITED CERTAIN IMPORTANT POINTS ON 
WHICH SONAPO WAS NOT SUFFICIENTLY FLEXIBLE TO PERMIT US 
TO RETURN TO THE SOUTH AFRICANS FOR FUTHER NEGOTIATIONS. 
NYERERE RESERVED COMMENT, BUT AFTER THE MEETING TOLD DON 
THAT HE WOULD TRY TO BE OF HELP TO US GETTING SWAPO 
TO TAKE A LESS RIGID LINE. 

10. HE TOLD ME HE APPRECIATED HIS VERY GOOD MEETING 
WITH YOU. HE SAID HE WAS STICKING HIS NECK OUT AND 
THAT HE WOULD SUPPORT US IN OUR EFFORT. ALTHOUGH WE 
DISCUSSED ONLY A FEW POINTS, THE CLARIFICATION OF THE 
FUTURE ROLE AND STATUS OF VARIOUS ARMED FORCES DURING THE 
TRANSITION PERIOD WAS IMPORTANT. VANCE 
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